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Chapter Eleven:  Spiritual Revolution

In Çrémad Bhagavad-gétä Kåñëa explained the evolution of consciousness. Kåñëa 
explained how the conditioned souls can advance from irreligious life into yoga 
and how their yoga practice as buddhi-yoga can evolve from karma-yoga, jïäna-
yoga, dhyäna-yoga, etc. into bhakti-yoga. In this way we can understand that the 
gist of all the Scriptures is present in Çrémad Bhagavad-gétä and that everything 
essential for the spiritual evolution of all conditioned souls is explained there.

The position of Çrémad Bhagavad-gétä has been explained in poetry form,

sarvopaniñado gävo dogdhä gopäla-nandanaù
pärtho vatsaù sudhér bhoktä dugdhaà gétämåtaà mahat

(Çré Gétä-mähätyma: 6)

“The Gétopaniñad, Çrémad Bhagavad-gétä, which contains the essence of all the 
Upaniñads and Vedas, is just like a cow, and Lord Kåñëa, who is most famous 
for His Pastimes as a cowherd boy, is milking this cow. Arjuna is just like a 
calf, asking question after question to draw out the cow’s milk, and all those 
who are sudhér, those who have real inspiration for Kåñëa consciousness, drink 
the cow’s milk which is the nectar of Çrémad Bhagavad-gétä.”

This is our conception of Çrémad Bhagavad-gétä. Bhagavän Çré Kåñëa mercifully 
gave His divine glance to everyone through His lecture to Arjuna and He 
distributed the essence of the Vedas and all the Scriptures for the spiritual 
evolution of everyone.

We have a very nice book made from the lectures of Çréla Guru Mahäräj, Çréla 



Bhakti Rakñak Çrédhar Dev-Goswämé Mahäräj, named Subjective Evolution of 
Consciousness. Evolution means the gradual improvement of a substance. I 
consider that the idea of evolution is good, there is no problem with the idea of 
spiritual evolution. We can always see things moving up, step by step towards 
the divine form of Reality. And we can see Reality’s divine form also, step by 
step, effulgently evolving. Evolution is standard actually, it is always in front of 
everyone and it is the law of the spiritual world.

The route and line of progress for spiritual evolution coming down to the 
conditioned souls from Kåñëa is known as ämnäya. Ämnäya means divine 
knowledge coming down through the Vedic channel and ämnäya means the 
revealed Scriptures which are apauruñeya, not made by any mundane man. 
Ämnäya is always fully divine. It descends down from Çré Kåñëa’s flute song 
through one channel, the Vedic channel—ämnäya-paramparä. Vedavyäs caught, 
organised and distributed everything coming down through the ämnäya-
paramparä for the spiritual super-benefit of everyone. Vedavyäs divided that 
knowledge and presented it in the form of the Vedas: the Sama, Yajur, Åg, and 
Atharva Vedas, the Äyurveda, the Mahäbhärat, etc. So Kåñëa enlightens the 
conditioned souls through ämnäya about spiritual evolution and religious life.

Kåñëa the Revolutionary

But when Kåñëa Himself teaches the conditioned souls He does not present 
only spiritual evolution, He presents spiritual revolution. Everything Kåñëa 
Himself does is always revolutionary—revolution is the actual subject and 
factor of Kåñëa Himself. Why? By Kåñëa’s will the Vedas, Vedänta, Upaniñads, 
eighteen Puräëas, etc. appeared in this world and all of their teachings 
gradually lead everyone towards worshipping Kåñëa. And Kåñëa incarnated in 
so many different forms—Matsya, Kürma, Varäha, Väman, Räma, etc.—and 
taught proper Vedic religious behaviour. However, Kåñëa Himself always 
knocks the Vedic channel; He Himself always minimizes the teachings of the 
Vedas. 

This is miraculous. I am surprised by this, and not only temporarily, I am 
permanently surprised by this. I have also read almost all the different kinds of 
çästra, and I read them under the guidance of Çréla Guru Mahäräj, so I know the 
subjects they are teaching and what subjective evolution is. But generally 
Kåñëa’s dismissal of the Vedic teachings must be surprising to almost everyone. 



It must be surprising to hear that the final advice of the Vedas is to ignore the 
general line of progress the Vedas teach!

The revolutionary knowledge that Kåñëa Himself personally wants to 
distribute to the conditioned souls is vedeñu durlabham, “It is very rare to get in 
the Vedas.” The Çré Brahmä-saàhitä (5.56) says, “Vidantas te santaù kñiti-virala-
chäräù katipaye, it is only known to very few sädhus in this world, so few that 
they can be counted on our fingers.” Then surely it is durlabham, very rare to 
get!

“I am All-in-All!”

What evidence can there be for the revolutionary idea that the final advice of the 
Vedas is to abandon them? The first-class primary evidence for this is found in 
Kåñëa’s own instructions to Uddhava in Çrémad-Bhägavatam. Kåñëa first gave a 
clue about His own revolutionary teachings to Arjuna at the end of Çrémad 
Bhagavad-gétä with His çloka: sarva-dharmän parityajya, Mäm ekaà çaraëaà vraja. 
But Çrémad-Bhägavatam begins from that stage. Çrémad-Bhägavatam begins from 
Kåñëa’s own teaching not of a subjective evolution of consciousness but a 
subjective revolution of consciousness. And in Kåñëa’s instruction to Uddhava in 
Çrémad-Bhägavatam we find Kåñëa’s revolutionary teaching from the conclusion 
of Çrémad Bhagavad-gétä expressed more clearly,

tasmät tvam uddhavotsåjya chodanäà pratichodanäm
pravåttià cha nivåttià cha çrotavyaà çrutam eva cha
mäm ekam eva çaraëam ätmänaà sarva-dehinäm
yähi sarvätma-bhävena mayä syä hy akuto-bhayaù

(Çrémad-Bhägavatam: 11.12.14–15)

Kåñëa’s first condition in His instruction to Uddhava was, “Uddavotsåjya! 
Uddhava! Whatever rules and regulations that were given by the Vedas, 
everything that was given for the spiritual evolution and upliftment of the 
conditioned souls to the transcendental abode in the Vedas, all of that you 
should avoid! And not only avoid, if it happens to come to you, throw it away!” 
Prabhupäd Çréla Saraswaté Öhäkur explained the word utsåjya in this way. I 
heard from Çréla Guru Mahäräj that Çréla Saraswaté Öhäkur used a word in the 
Oriyan language, phaphäòébä, that meant, “You throw it away!” And what is 
being avoided and thrown away?



Kåñëa says, “Chodanäà pratichodanäm, the inspiration given in the Scriptures for 
following the perfect evolutionary Vedic line, both the çruti and the småti, that 
is to be avoided. And pravåttià cha nivåttià cha, both your attachment and your 
detachment, leave them both. If you have attachment for some type of food, 
leave that type of food. If you have detachment from wealth, you leave behind 
that mentality also so whether wealth comes to you or not, you won’t care for 
that. Çrotavyaà çrutam eva cha, what you have heard before, çrutam, and what 
you will hear in the future, çrotavyam; what knowledge you have gathered 
before and whatever knowledge you may collect in the future—you should 
avoid all of it. Anything that you have heard or will hear other than the 
consciousness of eternal service to Me, that you must leave behind and avoid.

“And what should you do? What should be your mood? Mäm ekam eva çaraëam 
Ätmänaà sarva-dehinäm, surrender to Me! Who am I? I am the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead and the Emporium of all rasa, an ecstatic ocean of rasa. 
All your necessity, everything, will be fulfilled when you come to Me, take 
shelter of Me and surrender to Me, Mäm ekam eva çaraëam. 
And actually you will not lose anything by that because I am all-in-all—I live in 
the heart of everyone. Not one jéva-soul can exist alone without My power, 
without Me.” 

dvä suparëä sayujä sakhäyä
samänaà våkñaà pariñasvajäte

(Çvetäçvatara Upaniñad: 4.6)

“I live with all the jéva-souls like a bird next to them on a tree branch and I watch 
all of their activity. Ätmänaà sarva-dehinäm yähi sarvätma-bhävena, so surrender 
to Me! That means you will be fully occupied by Me. I am so powerful. Sarva-
käraëa-käraëam, I can do anything, everything, something and nothing—all 
power is within Me, so you have nothing to fear.”

In this way Kåñëa expressed His revolutionary advice, 
“The laws, rules and regulations, the procedures beneficial in the lives of 
practitioners given in the Vedas, you can ignore all of it and come exclusively 
to My channel, that is, surrender to Me and serve.” So Kåñëa is always fully 
independent and detached from the general line of the Vedas; He is 
revolutionary and supreme. Kåñëa Himself has extremely exposed the position 



of the exclusively surrendered soul, showing that is not a factor whether he is 
externally good or externally bad according to the rules and regulations of the 
Scriptures.

The Purity of the Lord’s Property

In his Çré Bhakti-rasämåta-sindhu, Çréla Rüpa Goswämé gave a standard and sweet 
explanation of our vision of a surrendered soul.

dåñöaiù svabhäva-janitair vapuñaç cha doñair
na präkåtatvam iha bhakta janasya paçyet
gaìgämbhasäà na khalu budbuda-phena-paìkair
brahma-dravatvam apagachchhati néra-dharmaiù

(Çré Upadeçämåta: 6)

Çréla Rüpa Goswämé smilingly said, “Oh, boy! Though you are unqualified, 
don’t be fickle-minded, don’t ever hesitate to give honour to the Vaiñëava. You 
must try to understand that the pure nature of the Vaiñëava is like the pure 
nature of the Ganges. Water is everywhere but Ganges water is Ganges water. 
Ganges water comes down from the lotus feet of Lord Viñëu and is fully 
transcendental. Ganges water is never polluted by dirty things. Many dirty 
things may appear in the Ganges but Ganges water is still Ganges water—it 
never loses its transcendental quality. You must give honour to the Ganges in 
this way and you should also give honour to the Vaiñëava in the same way.

“The Vaiñëava is to be considered pure the way the Ganges is always 
considered pure. A devotee may fall down, or you may see him fall down, but 
where he may fall down to and where he has gone up to, you do not know. You 
are only seeing him with your vision. Only up to that point are you able to see 
him. You do not know his actual position. And if he has pure devotion, çuddha-
bhakti, you must not dishonour him and you must not make offence to him. 
You should always consider him pure even if his body is filled with itching 
boils and diseases, or even if his behaviour appears improper.”

Radical Spiritual Ethics

This is Çréla Rüpa Goswämé Prabhu’s explanation of how to view a devotee of 
the Lord. But Kåñëa’s own explanation is revolutionary and miraculous. Kåñëa 
said, 



api chet su-durächäro bhajate mäm ananya-bhäk
sädhur eva sa mantavyaù samyag vyavasito hi saù

(Çrémad Bhagavad-gétä: 9.30)

“Through your vision of Vedic knowledge and your understanding of good and 
bad, if you see an exclusively dedicated devotee of Mine, an ananya-bhäk-bhakta, 
doing something terribly wrong or you see some very bad quality in him, you 
must never think that he is not My devotee. You must never think that he is not 
perfect and that what he does is not also perfect. It is My declaration that anyone 
who is My surrendered devotee, an ananya-bhäk-bhakta, is not only a sädhu, but 
what he does is always right because of his exclusive devotional mood.”

This is very difficult to understand. Bad is bad and good is good. We have 
learned what is good and what is bad in all the Scriptures. Durächära means 
someone whose actions are against the Vedic rules and regulations, and su-
durächära means someone whose actions are extremely bad in this respect. 

So how can we now digest that someone who does something wrong in this 
way is actually right and perfect? What is this? 
Is Kåñëa saying that, because His devotee has the proper resolve to serve Him, 
even if His devotee slapped someone, still he has done very well and made no 
offence? Is Kåñëa saying that everything His devotee has done is very good? 
That even if His devotee is doing wrong, it is very good?

Yes! Samyag vyavasito hi saù, Kåñëa is saying that His devotees are ananya-bhäk 
bhaktas, devotees leading exclusive devotional lives, and if any disturbance 
appears within their lives He does not care and His devotee does not get any 
reaction for that. Naturally action and reaction are always happening in this 
world, “To every action there is an equal and opposite reaction.” But Kåñëa 
does not care.

This is still very difficult to understand. Even the twelve Mahäjanas had trouble 
with this point and discussed it over and over. The twelve Mahäjanas could 
accept this declaration of Kåñëa faithfully but when they heard that this was 
Kåñëa’s final, conclusive declaration, and considered the meaning of His 
expression, they were confused about how to harmonise it with their relative 
vision. After they discussed the çloka for some time they decided that if Kåñëa 
said His exclusive devotee could do wrong externally but still be rightly 



situated, then they would have to believe it. But when they read Kåñëa’s next 
expression they became even more confused.

kñipraà bhavati dharmätmä
çaçvach-chhäntià nigachchhati
kaunteya pratijänéhi
na me bhaktaù praëaçyati

(Çrémad Bhagavad-gétä: 9.31)

Here Kåñëa declares, “Yes, My exclusively dedicated devotee may do great 
wrong externally, but what he does is also perfect because he is engaged in 
remembering Me and serving Me. Through his surrendered devotional mood 
he will be purified, he will rapidly become more perfect and his defects will be 
dispelled. He will become dharmätmä, virtuous, he will become peaceful 
eternally, and he will not have any more trouble in the future. So declare to 
everyone that My devotees are never vanquished.” Kåñëa promises this to His 
unalloyed devotees and everyone. 

Çréla Viçvanäth Chakravarté Öhäkur also very nicely added in his Sanskrit 
commentary on Çrémad Bhagavad-gétä that Kåñëa meant, “Oh Arjuna, I 
sometimes have had to break My promises for the sake of My devotees, so even 
if I promise to everyone, ‘Na Me bhaktaù praëaçyati, My devotees are never 
destroyed,’ everyone may still have some doubt about it. So it is My order that 
you promise this, that you promise that My devotees are never destroyed. I 
cannot always keep My promises and you cannot always keep your promises 
either. But I always keep the promises of My devotees and everyone knows 
this. So you promise that My devotees will never be ruined.” In this way Kåñëa 
gave total assurance to everyone that His devotees are never vanquished.

Ever-Respectable Golden Property 

Question: I have heard many different explanations of this verse api chet su-
durächäro. I have heard one interpretation that the wrong behaviour, su-
durächära, is only apparent in your own vision and I have heard another 
interpretation that the devotee’s behaviour is actually wrong, su-durächära. But 
my question is, in whose estimation is someone an ananya-bhäk-bhakta, an 
exclusively surrendered and dedicated devotee?



Çréla Govinda Mahäräj: In the çloka, api chet su-durächäro bhajate Mäm ananya-
bhäk, Kåñëa indicates that if you see anything bad in the character of His 
devotees then you should not judge them, you should not insult them, and you 
should not make any offence to them. You may choose not to associate with 
them but you should also overlook their faults and never consider that they are 
actually wrongdoers, su-durächära. Rather, you should try with consciousness 
to see how their spiritual life is going on and honour them as devotees of the 
Lord.

You must think, “They have the golden property of surrender and devotion in 
their hearts (ananya-bhäk bhakti). They are devotees of Kåñëa and they would 
never do anything wrong willingly. Whatever comes out through their activity 
is surely for the satisfaction of the Lord and must be positive.”

If a piece of gold falls into a dirty place it is still respected as gold, it will not be 
ignored or dismissed. Similarly, you should never ignore the golden property 
in their hearts, you should always consider that the golden property of 
devotion is within them. Even if their activity does not appear proper you 
should never ignore the golden property within them. At any moment that 
gold may be taken out of that dirty place and shine cleanly. So you should be 
very serious and cautious before commenting anything negative about them. 
For your own safety you should be very careful not to make any offence to 
them. This is the meaning of sädhur eva sa mantavyaù. 

Kåñëa’s next çloka, kñipraà bhavati dharmätmä çaçvach-chhäntià nigachchhati also 
supports this idea. Çréla Bhaktivinod Öhäkur relieved the confusion of the 
Mahäjanas by explaining that in this çloka Kåñëa means, “If you will consciously 
consider that their activity is not bad but really is good, that they are fully 
surrendered to Kåñëa and what you thought was bad in their character was 
actually good, then you will become righteous and peaceful, then you will 
become a great devotee of Kåñëa.”

In our life we can see everything as our enemy and we can also see everything 
as our friend. Our duty is to make friends, not enemies, and if we try heart and 
soul to do this through this revolutionary adjustment of our consciousness 
given by Kåñëa then we must get a good result, and what looks bad to us now 
we will see in the future is actually good for us.



Revolutionary Nature of Absolute Sin and Piety

In this way we can understand the revolutionary teachings of Kåñëa. He makes 
the rules. He reveals the Vedic Scriptures and evolutionary spiritual teachings, 
and He also dismisses them. He makes the rules and He also breaks the rules.

This is very difficult for general people to digest. Many persons are able to 
understand something about Vedic knowledge, Vedic culture and philosophy, 
etc. but they struggle to understand this finest point. The main point of 
understanding needed to harmonise everything—to properly understand 
Kåñëa’s revolutionary teaching—is given by Kåñëa in the Padma Puräëa,

man-nimittaà kåtaà päpaà api dharmäya kalpate
mäm anädåtya dharmo ’pi päpaà syän mat-prabhävataù

(Padma Puräëa)

Kåñëa says, “Anything you do that is for Me, even if it is sinful according to 
Vedic law, is actually a pious act (dharma), and anything you do that is not for 
Me, even if it is pious according to Vedic law, is actually a sinful act.”

Kåñëa’s advice is revolutionary but also simple. It is actually a direct 
description of all jéva-souls’ position as His eternal servants. Kåñëa’s teaching is 
actually an expression of the universal spirituality natural to all souls: anything 
not done in Kåñëa consciousness is sinful and everything done for Kåñëa is 
truly pious. This is the key to harmonising everything and understanding 
Kåñëa’s revolutionary teaching at the conclusion of Çrémad Bhagavad-gétä and 
throughout Çrémad-Bhägavatam—Kåñëa’s subjective revolution of consciousness.

The Purifying Force of Devotion

Çréla Guru Mahäräj also questioned Çréla Saraswaté Öhäkur about what should 
be done when a gentle devotee does something wrong. Çréla Guru Mahäräj was 
highly educated and an authority in material law. He was thinking that a 
devotee should be punished according to material rules when he breaks the 
rules or regulations, but Çréla Saraswaté Öhäkur did not agree. 

Çréla Saraswaté Öhäkur said, “Your forehead, your future, is born by your 
conception. Maëi-maya-mandira-madhye paçyati pipélikä chidram, if you focus on the 
faults of a devotee then your conception will be like that of an ant; an ant enters a 
temple decorated with golden jewels and looks only for the holes in the walls. 



Only when you look for the good qualities in the devotees will your future be 
exalted and will you proceed properly towards service.”

Çréla Saraswaté Öhäkur answered Çréla Guru Mahäräj in this way but did not 
fully answer his question. Then one day about six months later in Madras as 
Çréla Saraswaté Öhäkur was reading Çrémad-Bhägavatam in his room, a çloka 
came before him and he called for Çréla Guru Mahäräj, “Here is the answer to 
your question.” 

Çréla Guru Mahäräj had asked Çréla Saraswaté Öhäkur his question about the 
misbehaviour of devotees six months before. When Çréla Saraswaté Öhäkur said, 
“Here is your question’s answer,” Çréla Guru Mahäräj was surprised and 
thought, “What is my question?” But when Çréla Saraswaté Öhäkur handed him 
the book and Çréla Guru Mahäräj saw the çloka, he immediately remembered 
and understood the question 
Çréla Saraswaté Öhäkur was answering. That çloka was, 

sva-päda-mülaà bhajataù priyasya
tyaktänya-bhävasya hariù pareçaù
vikarma yach chotpatitaà kathaïchid
dhunoti sarvaà hådi sanniviñöaù

(Çrémad-Bhägavatam: 11.5.42)

The meaning is that it is not necessary to apply material law to dedicated 
devotees of the Lord. It is possible that such dedicated devotees may do 
something wrong, their mundane body and mental position are not always in a 
liberated state. It is possible that they may sometimes be polluted by the 
illusory environment. But because they are dedicated, because they are serving 
the Lord and chanting His Holy Name, the Lord is living within their heart and 
the Lord will clean their heart. The Lord will remove their offences by His 
divine influence. If only they are dedicated to Kåñëa then He will take care of 
everything. It is not necessary for a dedicated devotee to do any präyaçchitta, 
atonement. 

We can also understand that a dedicated devotee will always feel anutäpa, 
regret, when they understand that they have done something wrong. They will 
think, “Why have I done this? 
It is very bad!” They will scrutinise themselves very seriously in this way and 
the fire of their repentance will also purify their hearts of any pollution.



This çloka is necessary for everyone to discuss and understand. There are very 
powerful feelings within it and when everyone will understand it they will be 
purified very quickly.

Service of the Lord is transcendental no doubt, and we cannot say when 
liberation will come in the life of a dedicated soul. It is also necessary though 
for everyone to follow the material and social laws, and maintain themselves in 
the material world without making any disturbance in society.

People are always hating, hating, hating when they see persons improperly 
following the laws of society but no solution to that will come through hate. 
The only solution is dedication and service to the Lord.

The Lord and the power of devotion itself will purify the hearts of everyone 
and remove any and all traces of mundane desire and ego. Nothing external 
can do that.

Positive Vision

Çréla Guru Mahäräj taught us that whenever we see a bad quality in someone it 
is a test given to us by Kåñëa to purify us. Çréla Guru Mahäräj gave us that 
vision and we feel that if everyone will see with that type of vision then Kåñëa 
will be happy and everyone will be spiritually benefited. This is so important 
because we live in an ocean of faults and we can find someone with faults 
everywhere. Even so many of the spiritual practitioners around us are not 
perfect. So we will become hopeless if we do not try to see the good qualities in 
others and in our environment.

A Western scholar, Katherine Mayo, once came to India to learn about Indian 
philosophy but after arriving she publicly criticised Indian culture. When this 
happened Mahätma Gandhi said, “She has not come to appreciate the wealth of 
India, she has come to inspect India’s drains. She is a drain inspector.” We 
heard this story from Çréla Guru Mahäräj. 

We should not be drain inspectors. By the mercy of Kåñëa we should try to see 
beauty and charm everywhere.

Çréla Guru Mahäräj said, “To err is human but to forgive is divine.” Everyone 
has imperfections and will sometimes do something wrong. But why should 
we lose our own devotional mood because of that? Through his devotional 
mood Çréla Guru Mahäräj could see goodness everywhere, he would give much 



respect to all devotees and also give much respect even to persons who were 
against Vaiñëavism.

Maëi-maya-mandira-madhye paçyati pipélikä chidram. Dedicated devotees may do 
something wrong but we should not act like ants that see only the holes of a 
golden temple. We should not be a drain inspector looking for devotees’ faults. 
We have much more capacity than ants, we should see that all dedicated 
devotees have golden property within their hearts and we should consciously 
try to recognise their good qualities.

The Sole Necessity of Devotion

Persons who have mundane qualifications and persons who have no mundane 
qualifications appear the same to Kåñëa. Kåñëa only wants our eagerness and 
hankering, our mood of devotion. If we have that then Kåñëa will be merciful to 
us. And Kåñëa is like a very exalted Sun, His rays can drive away all 
inauspiciousness from anyone. So someone’s mundane qualifications are not 
notable for Kåñëa, and someone’s mundane disqualifications are not a problem 
for Kåñëa. In Çrémad Bhagavad-gétä Kåñëa says,

patraà puñpaà phalaà toyaà
yo me bhaktyä prayachchhati
tad ahaà bhakty-upahåtam
açnämi prayatätmanaù

(Çrémad Bhagavad-gétä: 9.26)

“If anyone offers Me with love and devotion a leaf, flower, fruit or water, I will 
affectionately accept that offering.”

mürkho vadati viñëäya dhéro vadati viñëave
ubhayos tu samaà puëyaà bhäva-grähé janärdanaù

(Çré Chaitanya-Bhägavat: Ädi-khaëòa, 11.108)

Someone who does not know proper Sanskrit grammar or how to pronounce 
Vedic mantras will offer food to the Lord saying, “Viñëäya namaù.” This is a 
common grammatical mistake. And someone who is expert in grammar will 
offer food to the Lord saying, “Viñëave namaù.” This is correct grammar. But if 



both persons have devotion then the Lord will accept both of their offerings.

The Lord does not consider grammar or external qualifications, He considers 
the heart. He sees only someone’s mood of devotion. So it is necessary to offer 
everything to the Lord with devotion, bhaktyä prayachchhati. Without devotion 
nothing is actually satisfying to the Lord because the Lord is bhäva-grähé 
Janärdanaù, the Enjoyer of the devotees’ hearts and devotional mood.

Once when I was in Puré Dhäm during the time of Ratha-yätra the Director 
General of Police of the state of Orissa came to visit me. He was very learned. 
His knowledge was like an ocean and he had defeated many sädhus who had 
previously come to Puré. He had read all different types of philosophy, the 
writings of Rämänuja, Çaìkarächärya, Buddha, Confucius, Christianity, etc., 
and no one could defeat him. When I spoke with him I was very surprised to 
hear a very nice çloka from him that is dear to all the devotees,

vyädhasyächaraëaà dhruvasya cha vayo
vidyä gajendrasya kä

kubjäyäù kim u näma rüpam adhikaà
kià tat sudämno dhanam

vaàsaù ko vidurasya yädava-pater
ugrasya kim pauruñaà

bhaktyä tuñyati kevalaà na cha guëair
bhakti-priyo mädhavaù

(Padyävalé: 8)

This çloka explains that Kåñëa consciousness does not actually depend upon any 
external qualifications, and it presents many examples from Çrémad-Bhägavatam 
to prove this: a hunter whose practice of killing deer in the jungle in a manner 
opposing Vedic culture got a chance to worship Näräyaë, so proper behaviour 
can not alone be the cause of pleasing the Lord.
Dhruva received the mercy of Viñëu when he was only five years old, so age 
can not alone be the cause of receiving the mercy of the Lord.

Gajendra the elephant had no proper Vedic knowledge but the Lord answered 
his prayer, so knowledge can not alone be the cause of receiving the Lord’s 
grace.

Kubjä was not beautiful but she satisfied the Lord with her devotion and 
Sudäma Vipra had no money but he satisfied the Lord through his devotion.

Through these examples and others, this çloka shows that the Lord is satisfied 



by the mood of devotion within His devotees, not their relative external 
qualifications or disqualifications.

When I heard this çloka from the policeman I was surprised, “This man is the 
head of the police department but he is quoting this çloka which has a purely 
devotional theme.” I spoke with him for about half an hour and he was very 
satisfied. Now by the will of Kåñëa he is my very good friend and wants to 
become my disciple.

Swinging on a Meat-Scale

There is also a story in the Mahäbhärat I have told many times about a hunter 
who used a Çalagram-çila as a weight for his scale when he sold meat in the 
market to make his living. Once a brähmaëa came by and saw the Çalagram-çila 
on the meat scale. He chastised the hunter, “Oh you sinful man! 
You are using a Çalagram-çila as a weight to sell meat. That stone is directly 
Lord Näräyaë Himself, you are making a great offence.” 

The hunter was very simple hearted and believed the brähmaëa that the stone 
was Näräyaë Himself. He became afraid and apologised to the brähmaëa, “I did 
not know this stone was a Çalagram-çila. What should I do now?”

The brähmaëa said, “Give me this Çalagram-çila, I will make sure that it is 
properly worshipped.” Then the hunter gave the brähmaëa the Çalagram-çila and 
the brähmaëa worshipped the Çalagram-çila with Tulasé, abhiñek, bhoga, ärati, and 
everything.

The brähmaëa worshipped the Çalagram-çila properly according to all the rules 
and regulations of the Vedas. But after two or three days the Çalagram-çila 
appeared in a dream to the brähmaëa as Näräyaë Himself and said, “I was very 
happy swinging on the scale of that hunter. Every day he gave Me very nice 
nourishment in that way. You have now disturbed My mind so please give Me 
back to that hunter.”

The Lord was not happy just to be with someone who was simply following the 
rules and regulations of the Vedas. What the brähmaëa did was not wrong, it 
was correct according to the Vedas. And it is the Lord Himself who gave the 
Vedic Scriptures to society. But the Lord actually always wants to be with His 
exclusive devotees. The Lord considers faith, dedication and devotion for Him 
to be supreme.



Kåñëa’s Play and Satisfaction

Unalloyed devotional mood, straight devotional spirit, is the real basis of 
surrender and dedication, not rules and regulations. Unalloyed surrender is 
Kåñëa’s real desire for the conditioned souls. Çréla Guru Mahäräj taught me 
this, I learned it from him and I am following it one hundred percent, at least I 
am trying to follow it one hundred percent. My associates are also proceeding 
in that way in the line of pure Kåñëa consciousness—the search for Çré Kåñëa 
Reality the Beautiful. 
This is the true form of religion.

Kåñëa is a revolutionary, Kåñëa makes the rules and Kåñëa breaks the rules. 
And why? For Himself. “Reality is by Itself and for Itself.” Kåñëa is the 
Absolute Reality by Himself and for Himself—everything is really only for His 
play and satisfaction—and the jéva-souls who realise this revolutionary ideal 
experience the supreme joy of Kåñëa consciousness.

[End of Chapter 11]


